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Negotiation and compromise must come at some stage, at
the end of the conflict at any rate. A recourse to them in the
beginning may possibly save all concerned the strain involved
in the conflict. Besides, the very insistence on truth which men
always see in fragments and from different perspectives teaches
the satyagrahi the need for compromise. "I am essentially a man
of compromise," Gandhiji once said to Louis Fischer, "because
I am never sure that I am right."46 This is why to Gandhiji "full
surrender of non-essentials is a condition precedent to accession
of internal strength to defend the essential by dying."47 So if
the satyagrahi precipitates batde or bangs the door on negotia-
tions, he puts himself in the wrong.

Eagerness for compromise in group satyagraha should not
undermine the morale of satyagrahis. For all the time the leader
and his lieutenants keep in close touch with the rank and file,
educating them and explaining to them the significance of
persuasion and effort for compromise in the strategy of non-
violence. The success of violent revolutions depends on the
working up of the divisive emotions of masses to a high tension
point so as to cause an outburst and any talk of peace would
be a fatal distraction to such a movement. But it is not so in
satyagraha which seeks to arouse constructive, unifying senti-
ments, love for the adversary, non-retaliation and eagerness to
suffer in order to serve. If efforts for compromise lead to
demoralization, it is a sure sign of the absence of the real spirit
of satyagraha. Even if the adversary is insincere and uses
negotiations as a screen for his plans to consolidate his strength,
the satyagrahi need not be worried. Real strength is moral
superiority and, if all is well in the satyagrahi camp, the
preparedness of the adversary is immaterial.48

Besides, it is always assumed that in the event of failure
of negotiations the satyagrahi is ever ready to offer battle. "He
needs no previous preparation, his cards are always on the
table. Suspension or continuation of battle is one and the same
thing to him. He fights or refrains from fighting to gain
precisely the same end."49
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